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1.Project Information (factsheet IRIS) 
Beyond ‘Religion versus Emancipation’. Gender and Sexuality in Women’s Conversion to Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam in Contemporary Western Europe. 
 
2.Summary (factsheet IRIS) (249/250) 
In post-9/11 Western societies and academic debates, the idea that religion and women’s emancipation are 
fundamentally conflicting has regained plausibility. Women’s deliberate religious conversion is a pertinent 
academic, religious and social-political issue. In face of the ‘gender paradox’, this project aims to study 
through qualitative research women’s conversion processes as acquiring new religious subjectivities in which 
gender and sexuality play a formative role. The project hypothesizes that gender equality and women’s 
sexuality are ‘battlefields’ where converting women negotiate their position and subjectivity. It assumes that 
the conversion process is notably acted out through embodied viewpoints and practices in the context of 
public debates and religious prescriptions that highlight women’s position and sexuality in adversative 
directions. By studying female conversion as an ongoing and multilayered negotiation between secular and 
religious gender discourses the project develops an innovative model of interpretation, based on a 
diversification of notions of choice, agency, embodiment and religion. Its operationalization takes place 
through three subprojects: first the qualitative PhD research on women’s embodied conversion process in 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; secondly a postdoctoral study of women’s position and practices as 
narrated and regulated within Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions; and thirdly a postdoctoral study of 
British, Dutch and Flemish public debates on controversies about conservative religious groups, gender and 
sexuality. This comparative project will contribute substantially to the public and academic understandings 
of tensions between religious and secular gender discourses in general through in-depth knowledge of the 
experiences of women positioned at the intersection of both. 
 
3. Main Applicant (factsheet IRIS) 
Prof.dr. A.J.A.C.M. Korte, Utrecht University 
 
Aanvraag (pdf-bestand) 
 
4a. Discipline code Humanities 
 

Hoofddiscipline Religiestudies en theologie 

Subdiscipline Disciplinecode  Naam  

Subdiscipline 1 35.90.00 Religiestudies en theologie, overig 

Hoofddiscipline Gender studies 

Subdiscipline 1 28.90.00 Gender studies 

 
4b. Infrastructural Component: nee 
 
4c. Previous and Future Submissions  
Organization: NWO-FWO Lead Agency (Scientific Cooperation NWO and FWO), expert panel Theology, 
Philosophy and Science of Religion (Cult4).  
Date: April 2014 (not granted)  
File number: 10940 
Application number: G0A1615N 
Title: ‘Fresh Believers and Frozen Frameworks: Revisiting 'Religion versus Emancipation' through the 
Narratives and Religious Practices of Women Converting to Islam, Orthodox Judaism and Evangelical 
Christianity in the Netherlands and Flanders’  
Main applicant: Prof. dr. Chia Longman, Ghent University. Second applicant: Prof. dr. Anne-Marie Korte, 



 
5. Institutional Setting  
Utrecht University, faculty of the humanities, department of philosophy and religious studies, and 
department of media and culture studies (chair Religion, Gender and Modernity).  
 
6. Period of Funding 
One PhD for five years (0.8 fte): March 1st 2016 - February 2021 

Two Postdocs for four years (0.75 fte): March 1st 2016 - February 2020 
 
7. Composition of the Research Team 

A) Main Applicant  
Project leader and supervisor PhD candidate 

Prof.dr. Anne-Marie Korte -Professor of Religion, Gender and Modernity; Faculty of Humanities; Utrecht 
University, NL 
-Initiator and president of the International Association for the study of 
Religion and Gender (IARG) 
-Scientific director of the Netherlands School for Advanced Studies in  
Theology and Religious Studies (NOSTER)  
-Founding and executive editor of the journal Religion and Gender 

C) Researchers 

Postdoctoral researcher  Utrecht University, NL 

Postdoctoral researcher  Utrecht University, NL 

PhD candidate 
promotor: prof. dr. Anne-Marie Korte 
co-promotor: prof. dr. Chia Longman 

Utrecht University, NL 

D) Main advisor & co-promotor  

Prof. dr. Chia Longman  -Associate professor in genderstudies; Ghent University, BEL 
-Director Centre for Research on Culture and Gender; Ghent University, BEL 
-Director inter-university master programme in Gender and Diversity in 
Belgium 
-Advisory board member journal Religion and Gender and international 
advisory board member Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Kristin Aune  -Senior research fellow; Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations; Coventry 
University, UK 
-International editorial board member Religion and Gender 
-Board member International Association for the study of Religion and Gender 
(IARG) 

Prof. dr. Sarah Bracke -Senior researcher; Center for Gender and Diversity (RHEA); VU Brussels, BEL 
-Visiting fellow; Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies; Harvard 
University, USA. 
-Executive editor Religion and Gender and Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies 

Prof.dr. Annelies Moors -Professor of contemporary Muslim Societies; Department of Anthropology 
and Sociology; University of Amsterdam, NL 
-Programme Director of Research Group 'Muslim Cultural Politics' at the ASSR 
-Honorary Visiting Professor at the London College of Fashion (London 
University of the Arts) 
-Project leader of NWO funded programme ‘Muslim Activism in the 
Netherlands after 1989’, with Martijn de Koning, UVA 

Prof. dr. Melissa Raphael  -Professor in Jewish Theology; School of Humanities; University of 
Gloucestershire, UK 



-Honorary Research Scholar at the University of Wales, Lampeter 
-Visiting professor in theology at the University of Chicester 
-International editorial board member of the Journal of Feminist Studies in 
Religion and of Religion and Gender 

Prof. dr. Elina Vuola -Adjunct professor in Philosophy of Religion and Theological Ethics; 
department of theology; University of Helsinki, FIN 
-Adjunct professor in Gender Studies; department of Development Studies; 
Åbo Akademi University, FIN 
-Project leader of ‘Embodied Religion. Changing Meanings of Body and 
Gender in Contemporary Forms of Religious Identity in Finland’, University of 
Helsinki, FIN (2013-2017) 

 
 
8. Structure of the Proposed Research 
 

 Title Type University Supervisor 

1) Negotiating Secular and Religious 
Gender Discourses: Women 
Converting to Conservative Religious 
Traditions in the Netherlands 

PhD research Utrecht University, 
Faculty of 
Humanities  

Prof. dr. Anne-Marie 
Korte 
Second promotor: 
Prof. dr. Chia Longman 

2) Contemporary Controversies about 
Religion and Women’s Emancipation 
in West-European Contexts: Great 
Britain, the Netherlands and 
Flanders 

Postdoctoral 
research 

Utrecht University, Faculty of Humanities, 
dep. of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

3) Women’s Conversion in 
Comparative Religious Studies 
Perspective: the Formation of 
Religious Genderscripts 

Postdoctoral 
research 

Utrecht University, Faculty of Humanities , 
dep. of Philosophy and Religious Studies 

 
 
9a. Description of the Proposed Research (2019/2500) 
 
In post-9/11 Western public, political and academic debates, the idea that women’s emancipation and their 
religious engagement are fundamentally conflicting has regained plausibility (Cady & Fessenden 2013, 
Longman 2013, Aune 2011, Woodhead 2007). In the current setting, women’s emancipation is framed in 
terms of rights, equal opportunities and individual autonomy and as such it is intrinsically tied to political and 
philosophical liberal-secular frameworks. The impact of the monotheistic traditions is often perceived as 
creating hierarchical difference between men and women, and as divinely sanctioning women’s subordinate 
roles. The oppositional pairing of religion and women’s emancipation seems to be strongly based on the 
assumption that secularism is far more benefitting women (Braidotti 2008, Bracke 2008, Scott 2009). The 
question why women are “attracted to and supportive of religious groups that seem designed to perpetuate 
their subordination” (Chong 2006: 697) is in particular raised in the context of ‘autochthonous’ women’s 
conversion to religious traditions that are considered to be conservative in the realm of gender and sexuality 
(Brasher 1998, Riesebrodt & Chong 1999). This is because ‘autochthonous’ women are considered to be 
emancipated and liberated, while ‘allochthonous’ women are perceived as oppressed by religion and 
tradition and in need of help (Bracke 2011, Coene & Longman 2005, Prins & Saharso 2008, Roggeband & 
Verloo 2007). ‘Autochthonous’ and ‘allochthonous’ are hegemonic terms to designate white groups as ‘from 
here’ in opposition to non-white migratory groups as ‘not from here’ (Ceuppens & Geschiere 2005). While 
public understandings especially problematize Islam in relation to women’s emancipation and sexual 
freedom, this research project aims at critically broadening the discussion through comparatively 



investigating religion, gender and sexuality through autochthonous women’s conversion to Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. It problematizes the assumed incompatibility between liberal-secular societies and 
traditional religious communities by exploring their points of contact and friction, hereby also 
problematizing the stigmatizing and exoticization of conservative monotheistic traditions. 
Exploring this so-called ‘gender paradox’ (Martin 2001), sociologists of religion, religious studies scholars and 
gender studies scholars have focused on women’s conversion, and women in conservative religious 
traditions more generally, by showing the improvements and benefits women gain from involvement in 
conservative religious communities (a.o. Davidman 1993, Avishai 2008, Van Nieuwkerk 2006, McGinty 2007, 
Vroon 2014). They point to women’s choice, autonomy, agency and influence and oppose the idea that 
women’s religious conversion and involvement makes them an object of subjection. They moreover oppose 
the dominant public image which considers women’s religious engagement within patriarchally structured 
institutions or movements as consisting (solely) of ‘submission’ (a.o. Griffith 1997, Manning 1999). 
In contrast, in studies that focus on ‘fundamentalist’ tendencies and religious radicalization, we find 
women’s conversion and engagement explained by receptivity for and response to a divine call or religious 
vocation and duties (a.o. Riesebrodt & Chong 1999, Korb 2010, Karagiannis 2012). Both types of research 
reflect on the variety of female converts’ experiences and practices. However, they tend to either gauge 
women’s conversion in terms of individual development, improvement, and recognition, which often implies 
center-staging a modern autonomous subject in their conceptual framework; or they understand women’s 
conversion in terms of individual submission to divine will and patriarchal religious regulations which implies 
a conceptualization of conversion as giving up of modern autonomous subject-forming.  
This research project aims to transcend this ‘autonomy versus submission’ dilemma which implicitly 
reiterates the oppositional pairing of ‘secular emancipation versus religious oppression’. Informed by post-
secular, postcolonial and queer theory, it considers women’s conversion process as a multilayered 
negotiation of liberal-secular and religious discourses, in which both individual recognition and submission to 
divine will c.q. religious duties are important sites of reconsideration. This approach acknowledges that 
accounts of conversion theoretically invoke profound questions of transformation and subject-formation 
(Viswanathan 1998, Mahmood 2001, 2005), and it points to the necessity of thorough contextualization (Van 
der Veer 1996, Wohlrab-Sahr 1999, Van Nieuwkerk 2006). To study female conversion as an ongoing and 
multilayered negotiation between self-affirmation and submission is an innovative contribution to public and 
academic understandings about conservative religion, gender and sexuality in contemporary West-European 
settings. It generates knowledge that takes a critical distance to the oppositional framing of religion and 
secularity that dominates the current understanding of women positions and emancipation (Valenta 2006, 
Taylor 2007, Jakobsen & Pellegrini 2008, Göle 2010, Alcoff and Caputo 2011).  
This project assumes women’s conversion as providing an unique perspective on women’s religious subject 
formation negotiated at the terrains of gender and sexuality (Herzog & Braude 2009, Korte 2011, Kent in 
Rambo 2014). Female converts negotiate secular and religious discourses about gender and sexuality in their 
convictions, social relationships and religious practices. Gender equality and sexual emancipation in Western 
Europe are since the 1960s often considered as taking place in opposition to traditional religiosity: 
conservative religious communities increasingly emphasized patriarchal and heteronormative family life as 
both divinely ordained and nature-given to profile themselves over and against modernity and secularization 
(Woodhead 2007, Avishai 2008, Casanova 2009). Taking into account this specific context, the project’s main 
hypothesis is that the process of conversion is predominantly negotiated at the level of subjectivity through 
gendered and sexual embodied practices and discourses. It applies a ‘lived religion’ approach (Ammerman 
2013, McGuire 2007) combined with qualitative research methods, literature studies and discourse analysis 
to research women’s conversion processes as acquiring of new religious subjectivities in which gender and 
sexuality play a formative role. The project conducts ethnography, but also analyses public debates and 
literature about conservative religious traditions. It explores how the ‘conflict’ between secular and religious 
gender and sexuality discourses is perceived and experienced in public debates, literature and by female 
converts themselves, and the various ways in which female converts balance the assumed incompatibility. In 
short, the project employs an innovative theoretical perspective and empirical focus, and thereby generates 
new knowledge about women’s conversion in Western Europe at both the theoretical and empirical level. 



Putting the ‘choice’ for traditional religious female piety central provides us the unique opportunity to reveal 
changing manifestations and meanings of women’s positions and emancipation in current West-European 
societies. 
The main research questions that guide the project are subsequently situated at the empirical and 
theoretical level. Empirically, this project asks: How do female converts negotiate their positions at the 
intersections of religious and secular gender and sexuality discourses? How do various monotheistic 
traditions and different West-European contexts enable diverging conversion processes and diverging 
female positions? Theoretically, this project asks: How does the analysis of women’s conversion based on 
the negotiation approach enable an alternative and critical contribution to academic and public accounts of 
women’s conversion and women’s positions and experiences in conservative religious traditions, and their 
underlying concepts of individual autonomy, emancipation and religion?  
The project’s comparative set-up is two-fold. First, it investigates ‘autochthonous’ women’s conversion to 
conservative forms of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. It understands conversion as officially taking place at a 
ritual moment, set apart and regulated by the monotheistic traditions in their specific ways (Rambo & 
Farhadian 2014); as well as a process or ‘rite de passage’ that starts before and further develops after the 
ritual moment in which the convert is to “reidentify, learn, reorder and reorient” (Austin-Broos 2003: 1-2). 
Second, by conducting empirical research in the U.K., the Netherlands and Flanders, the project aims to 
develop a thoroughly comparative study of how different national, religious and social contexts contribute to 
the conditions in which women’s positions and emancipation are negotiated and experienced. 
The project includes three subprojects based on three different approaches. The PhD project, entitled 
‘Religion, Gender and Sexuality in Women’s conversion in the Netherlands: Islam, Orthodox Judaism & 
Evangelical Christianity’, generates the main body of empirical material on women’s conversion. Set in the 
Netherlands, it studies women’s conversion comparatively through qualitative case studies (Hesse-Biber 
2011) and focuses on what are locally considered to be conservative religious traditions: Orthodox Judaism, 
Islam and Evangelical Christianity. The two postdoctoral projects predominantly study religious sources and 
media debates, and thereby reveal what can be called religious and secular discourses on women’s positions 
and roles and women’s emancipation. The postdoctoral projects specifically look at differences and points of 
tension and friction between religious and secular discourses. The first postdoctoral project is entitled 
‘Contemporary Controversies about Religion and Women’s Emancipation in West-European Contexts: Great 
Britain, the Netherlands and Flanders’. This project studies the oppositional pairing of religion and women’s 
emancipation as shaped by written and online media in the U.K., the Netherlands and Belgium. The second 
postdoctoral project is entitled ‘Women’s Conversion in Comparative Religious Studies Perspective: the 
Formation of Religious Genderscripts’. This project generates a comparative analysis of theological notions 
of the divine, lived religious practices, women’s conversion, gender and sexuality in the context of historical 
and authoritative sources and examples from Jewish, Christian and Islamic traditions. Both postdoc projects 
(U.K. and Flanders) generate explorative samples of qualitative studies of women’s conversion in order to 
enable comparative insights. All three approaches as indispensable to answer the empirical and theoretical 
questions of the project at large.     
 
Quality of the Research Group 
The executive research group of this project will be accommodated at the Department of Philosophy & 
Religious Studies and the Department of Media & Culture Studies of Utrecht University, and will profit from 
the well-developed theoretical and methodological approaches from religious studies, theology, and gender 
studies and the affiliation with the local research focus on Cultures, Citizenship and Human Rights. 
Internationally, this project is situated in a broad research network grown from the NWO funded 
internationalization project ‘Interdisciplinary Innovations in the Study of Religion and Gender’, the 
International Association for the study of Religion and Gender (IARG), and the international and 
interdisciplinary online journal Religion and Gender. The PhD candidate and the two postdoc researchers will 
be recruited through this network. The main applicant/project leader (Korte, chair of Religion, Gender and 
Modernity at Utrecht University) has a standing reputation as an innovative researcher at the crossroads of 
theology, religious studies, and genderstudies; she has ample project leading experience and substantial 



supervision experience. The project’s main advisor and co-promotor (Longman, chair of genderstudies at 
Ghent University) is an experienced researcher and supervisor in the anthropology of religion combined with 
gender studies, and brings specialized knowledge to the project concerning women in Jewish communities in 
Belgium and the UK. The members of the advisory board are furthermore esteemed researchers in the field 
of religion and gender, and together they cover the disciplinary approaches and the connections to research 
groups and networks required and profitable for this project. They bring along knowledge of all three 
religious traditions involved in this project: Judaism (Longman, Raphael), Christianity (Aune, Vuola) and Islam 
(Bracke, Moors), and insight in the different disciplinary approaches of the subprojects; conceptually and 
theoretically, as well as empirically. They will cooperate in the project by taking part in its expert meetings 
and the final conference, and by exchanging research experience and results with the senior and junior 
researchers in the project. 
 
Knowledge Utilization 
Dissemination and valorisation will be realized in the following ways: 

1. By presenting and circulating innovative academic reflection on conservative religious traditions, 
female conversion, gender and sexuality: main publications of all executive researchers, as well as 
expert meetings and a final conference in cooperation with research centres part of the networks 
mentioned above - Barnard Research Centre for Women (Barnard College, New York), School of 
Oriental and African Studies (University of London), Centre for Gender Research (University of Oslo), 
Centre for Research on Culture and Gender (Ghent University), Centre of Excellence in Research 
(University of Helsinki), Institute for Gender Studies (Radboud University) and the Religion and 
Society Program (University of Lancaster); 

2. By training and supporting starting and early career scholars in the field of religion and gender in the 
appropriation and development of critical tools and vocabularies to study actual political conflicts 
and social and religious developments, especially in light of postcolonial, post-secular and queer 
theory: expert meetings, final conference, and project website; 

3. By creating clear and accessible knowledge about conservative religion, women’s conversion, gender 
and sexuality relevant to those who deal with the themes of religion and women’s emancipation, 
such as IWFT Expert Network Religion and Gender, and Atria expertise centre in gender studies: 
website, academic-popular book, documentary.  

 
Subprojects 
 
1) PhD project – ‘Negotiating Secular and Religious Gender Discourses: Women Converting to Conservative 
Religious Traditions in the Netherlands’ (747/800) 
This PhD project generates the main body of empirical material from qualitative research on women’s 
conversion. The project analyzes experiences of autochthonous Dutch women converting to Judaism,  
Christianity and Islam. Its main question is: How do women converting to conservative religious traditions 
negotiate secular and religious gender discourses about women’s position and roles? It is hypothesized that 
these women will do as such using different strategies:  

1. Women compartmentalize aspects of their lives and organize them into separate religious and 
secular spheres, such as work, education, home (Gallagher, Wilcox 2009); 

2. Women integrate both secular and religious discourses in all aspects of life in a way they experience 
as  most beneficial for them (Riesebrodt & Chong 1999, Bracke 2008); 

3. Women reject secular discourses in favor of religious discourse and integrate this in all parts of their 
lives (Avishai 2008).  

The three negotiation strategies of compartementalization, integration and rejection are expected to be 
found in all three religions. Women will be confronted with gender discourses in their ‘new’ religions, both 
as members of a community as well as in their personal faith and belief system, that differ from and 
potentially conflict with gender discourses in mainstream secularized society. This project thus considers 
conversion as a process of negotiation in which for women converting to conservative religion, gender and 



sexuality are the main issues of discussion which affect their daily lives in practices, faith and social 
interaction. In order to understand personal experiences and processes of negotiation, this project uses the 
concept ‘lived religion’ to not only focus on institutionalized, ritual elements of religion, but on daily life 
implications and influences of faith and community (Ammerman 2013, McGuire 2007, Aune 2001). This main 
methodological approach has a particular focus on self-defined religious lay people and combines a focus on 
religion as lived in daily life with qualitative research methods, such as participant observation and in-depth 
interviewing (Hesse-Biber 2011, Legard 2003). In order to analyse women’s conversion to different religious 
traditions comparatively, ‘autochthonous’ women will be selected, who are publicly often represented and 
expected to be most ‘emancipated’ in terms of  individual freedom and autonomy. Three separate case 
studies will be conducted; on female converts in Orthodox Judaism, Evangelical Christianity and Islam. In in-
depth interviews, female converts will be asked about their motivations for conversion and their newly 
acquired understandings of God or the divine realm. They will furthermore be asked to articulate their 
process of conversion in relation to the gender roles and bodily practices ascribed by their religious 
community. Women’s own understanding of (the moment of) passage is central and they are asked to 
explain the way they learn to comply to and fulfil certain religious practices and duties. These include: 
submission to religious authorities (holy texts and religious leaders and teachers), bodily rituals (prayer, 
fasting, ablution, purification), prescriptions around interacting with the opposite sex, modesty (dress, 
demeanour, gender segregation), prescriptions around food (forbidden and allowed products, breast- 
feeding, women’s role in preparing food), and prescriptions around sexuality (desire and practices) 
(Gökarıksel 2009, McGuire 2007). They will also be asked to reflect on their relationship with people outside 
of their religious community and how, if at all, they express their religion in various spaces (work, family, 
home). Lastly, they will be asked what they consider to be the most significant changes in these practices 
before and after the official conversion.  
Besides interviews with ten to fifteen informants per religious tradition, a selection will be made of the 
different religious institutes these women attend to enrich the data with participant observation. These will 
be both official institutes (synagogues, mosques and churches), and semi-official meetings (religious 
women’s groups, mixed conversion groups etc.). It is expected that informants attend such meetings and 
groups. These will be to understand how female converts, if at all, support each other. In combination with 
visits to the official institutes, this provides further understanding of how women express belonging to their 
community, as well as the ways in which these communities give meaning to gender and sexuality. 
Comparisons are made of Orthodox Judaism, Evangelical Christianity and Islam, to see where narratives of 
conversion, of before/after experiences and negotiations, differ or are similar in the experiences of women 
converting to different religious traditions. 
The PhD project produces insights into the various ways in which gender discourses, encompassing 
authoritative regulations, representations and bodily practices, are lived, negotiated and shaped by female 
converts both as individual subjects as well as members of religious communities in a secularized nation.  
 
2) Postdoctoral project – ‘Contemporary Controversies about Religion and Women’s Emancipation in West-
European Contexts: Great Britain, the Netherlands and Flanders’ (801/800) 
The first postdoctoral research will analyse contemporary cases of debate about religion, gender and 
sexuality that caused controversy in public arenas of Britain, the Netherlands and Flanders. In the selected 
controversies, women’s ‘emancipation’ is an important issue of contention. Of central importance to this 
project is the assumption that public debates predominantly constitute secular discourses about religion, 
gender and sexuality. An analysis of controversies in public debates therefore reveals secular normative 
understandings about women’s emancipation. A second assumption is that these secular normative 
understandings about women’s emancipation are constituted partly through scrutinizing and critiquing the 
norms, positions and roles laid out for women in conservative religious traditions and communities. Secular 
normative statements about women’s equality and emancipation can therefore be studied as ‘identity 
markers’ of and over and against conservative religious communities, often casted in highly significant and 
evocative expressions, images and gestures, and articulated at the intersection of identity and alterity, 
marginality and dominance, privilege and exclusion, connection and alienation (Ahmed 2004, Baumann 



2004). Voices from the religious communities scrutinized by ‘outsiders’ do, however, ‘speak back’. The 
controversies can as such be assessed for their effects in public arenas in terms of their contribution to the 
creation of ‘imagined others’, as well as to the formation of  collective national, cultural, and liberal and 
conservative religious identities (Ahmed 2006, Anderson 1991, Braidotti et all 2014). 

Following the angles described above, the main questions are: What are the interests, stakes and 
affective resonances of present-day constructions of women’s emancipation in public debates? How is 
women’s emancipation and equality discussed and presented in relation to conservative religion? Which 
oppositions are created? Which ‘problems’ are identified and which ‘solutions’ are provided? How do these 
constructions simultaneously shape and limit public discourse? Do differences exist between national 
contexts and between the way different ‘conservative’ religious traditions and communities are framed? 

By studying current controversies in public debates, the project aims to clarify the secular discourses 
which women converting to different conservative religious traditions in West-European contexts have to 
negotiate. The main hypothesis holds that secular discourses position conservative religions in various ways 
as ‘the other’ of modern, liberal-secular identities and civilization based on their supposedly deviating 
gender and sexuality norms and practices.  

The project will identify the following cases of recent political and media debates in Great Britain, 
the Netherlands and Flanders. Some of these cases are West-European, which means that they take place in 
all three contexts (1). Other cases are local debates: Great Britain (2); the Netherlands (3); and Flanders (4).  

1. West-European debates and controversies: 
- The media discussion about Muslim female radicalisation and ‘Syria-travellers’ (2014-15). 
- Media responses to actions of the feminist activist group Femen (2013-14).    

2. Great Britain:  
- The debate, involving politicians, representatives of universities and religious communities, and 

media responses, about gender segregation at academic and political meetings (2014-2015).  
- The debate, involving representatives of Jewish communities, the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission, and media responses, about the Ultra-Orthodox Jewish Belz communities’ driving 
ban for women (2015). 

3. The Netherlands: 
- The debate, involving politicians, the Evangelical Public Broadcasting Company, and media 

responses, about the dating website Second Love (2013).  
- The debate, involving politicians, and media responses, about the Dutch ban on the Islamic face-

veil in some public spaces (2014-15). 
4. Flanders: 

- The debate, involving politicians, representatives of religious communities, women’s 
organisations, LGBT organisations, and media responses, about the statements of the Pope and 
the 2014-15 Synods of Bishops on the Family (2013-15).  

- The debate, involving politicians, and media responses, about the Belgian ban on the Islamic 
face-veil in all public spaces (2010-11). 

To answer the above main questions, concepts such as gender, ethnicity and sexuality will be utilized from a 
cultural studies perspective, integrating various critical theories (Hall 1990). Bearing on post-structuralism, 
feminist, postcolonial and queer theory have deconstructed ‘truths’ about gender, ethnicity and sexuality 
and notions of the ‘fixity’ and ‘stability’ of identity and community (Butler 1990, Seidman 2003, Yegenoglu 
1998). The post-secular turn in feminism has moreover scrutinized liberal-secular conceptualizations of 
agency (Mahmood 2005, Braidotti 2008). The analysis approaches power as circulated by discourse (Foucault 
1979). Through critical discourse analysis, looks into the social power arrangement (Fairclough 2001, van Dijk 
2009) of voices representing or defending secular norms and values or religious communities, and the 
effects of processes of silencing or ‘othering’. Therefore, the participants in the controversies in public 
arenas are assessed for the terms they use to characterize their opponents, the identities or traditions they 
ascribe to, and the fundamental rights, values and moral principles they embrace or reject.   



Next to an analysis of public debates, this project contributes to the comparative and international 
empirical research on women’s conversion by conducting in-depth interviews with women converting to 
Orthodox Judaism, Catholicism and Islam (approximately 5 interviews for each religious tradition).  
 
3) Postdoctoral project – ‘Women’s Conversion in Comparative Religious Studies Perspective: the Formation 
of Religious Genderscripts’ (780/800) 
This postdoctoral research provides a historical and comparative contextual analysis of autochthonous 
women’s conversion narratives and practices in Western Europe. It elaborates on the project’s central 
research questions by investigating, both conceptually and exemplary, the formation of religious 
genderscripts in relation to women’s conversion to conservative religious communities. The concept of 
genderscripts is used to refer to the set of symbolical, social and material components of normative 
perspectives of gender. This includes norms about the proper place, role and behaviour of women and men 
in the house and family, religious community and society at large, as well as expectations about ideal lives 
for men and women. The assumption is that these genderscripts function as identity markers for particular 
religious communities and are therefore the area where groups, both religious and secular, construct 
distinctive boundaries in relation to others. Conservative religious communities in particular increasingly 
emphasize patriarchal and heteronormative family life as both divinely ordained and nature-given to profile 
themselves over and against modernity and secularization (Woodhead 2007, Avishai 2008, Casanova 2009). 
In this context, it is expected that women’s body practices and sexuality are connected to notions of family 
life and procreation within religious genderscripts. 
This project uses religious studies, cultural history and theological perspectives to examine the background 
and functioning of genderscripts. These scripts often consist of divinely ordained regulations and practices 
that gain legitimacy through core religious texts, which are explained and regulated by religious authorities. 
A combination of approaches will shed light on the multi-layeredness genderscripts as consisting of 
symbolical, social as well as material components and will further elaborate on the workings of these scripts 
in intellectual, aesthetic and affective ways. This project aims to construct a comparative context for the 
analysis and interpretation of the empirical research to conversion stories and –performances of women in 
different national contexts and religious traditions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) by critically analysing the 
similar and diverging features and patterns in their gender discourses. It further expands the central aims of 
the project at large by studying if and how religious communities position themselves in relation to secular 
gender discourses through the formation and regulation of genderscripts. These aims and questions will be 
studied through the focus on the following research themes in relation to female conversion:  

1. Institutional religion - Marriage and family. Entering a new religious community through marriage 
(intermarriage), is one of the most common paths of conversion both historically and 
contemporarily, and this path is mostly followed by women. The combination of entering a religious 
community and entering into a marriage sheds light on the expected roles of men and women in 
marriage and family; expectations and regulations of sexuality, procreation and parenting; specific 
roles and tasks of men and women in the religious community; and the ritual and symbolical aspects 
of these regulations. A focus on intermarriage enables to comparatively analyse Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam in the context of modern west-European societies. 

2. Informal relations and the private sphere – Domestic devotions. The focus here is on the more 
informal and daily life aspects of religious genderscripts.  Women’s position in marriage and family is 
often of great influence in religious communities (Susan Sered). The practices examined consist of 
domestic devotions such as prayer, ritual meals, celebrations at home, ritual and spiritual education 
of the next generation and women-to-women spiritual counselling. Elaborating on the active 
contribution of women in the shaping and transformation of religious culture, this analysis starts 
from the visions and actions of women themselves. Building on recent research about spirituality in 
women’s domains, it comparatively analyses how these practices enable a ‘sanctification of the 
everyday’ in the context of modern, secular western societies. 

3. Individual and intellectual perspectives – Religious imagination and self-reflection. In light of studies 
in feminist theology and women’s spirituality, this third theme focuses on the role of personal 



religious experiences and theologies in the formation of faith for female converts. It is furthermore 
studied how, if at all, gender related religious imagery shapes ethical, aesthetic and affective 
considerations in the process of conversion. 

The second postdoctoral project  argues that researching female conversion needs to be embedded in an 
analysis of the histories and practices of religious traditions in relation to conversion. The project reveals 
how contemporary female convert’s experiences are based on an individual inscription in a religious 
collective and gendered past, as well as on creative present-day appropriations, negotiations and the living 
out of this past. Similar to the first postdoctoral project, this project generates explorative comparative 
empirical case studies on women’s conversion next to the historical and religious studies research. Set in the 
UK, this project contains in-depth interviews among women converting to Orthodox Judaism, Evangelical 
Christianity and Islam. 

 
Synthesising Study (173/400) 
This project contributes to the following scholarly subjects and debates: 

1) Genderstudies in religion: a comparative and multi-layered analysis of female conversion to 
contribute to the debate started by Sabah Mahmood e.a. on the conceptualization and 
interpretation of women’s cultivation of (traditional religious) piety in the context of the modern 
‘subjective turn’ (Heelas & Woodhead 2005) and its emphasis on individual choice, gender equality 
and sexual freedom.   

2) Studies of religious conversion: the introduction of an alternative approach towards women’s 
conversion that generates a new type of knowledge based on studying the negotiation of individual 
autonomy and submission discourses and surpassing preconceived religion-secularity demarcations. 

3) Religious studies and post-secular approaches in the humanities: a critique of the influential 
conceptualization of religion in modernity introduced by Heelas & Woodhead (2005) in terms of 
traditional ‘objective’ religion versus modern ‘subjective’ religiosity.  

In its synthesis, the project explores the interrelatedness between these three scholarly debates and 
employs their combined potential for the deconstruction of the tensed relationship between religion and 
women’s emancipation in academic and public debate.  
 
10. Summary in Key Words 
Conservative religion, women’s emancipation, women’s conversion, gender, sexuality 



11. Work Programme  

 Project 1 Phd – 5 years 0.8 
ft.  

Project 2 Postdoc – 4 years 
0.75 ft.  

Project 3 Postdoc – 4 years 
0.75 ft.  

YEAR ONE 2016-2017 

June – Aug. Orientation: Individual 
literature study; setting up 
of research project with 
main applicant; 
preparations first expert 
meeting with project 
assistant 

X X 

Sept. – Oct. Orientation: Clarification of concepts and research questions 

Oct. EXPERTMEETING 1: discussion with research groups, advisory board and scholars with 
similar research projects/interests   

Nov.  Preparation empirical case 
study Islam  

Exploration of public 
domain/public debate 

Setting up religious studies 
perspective and approach to 
study the formation of 
religious gender scripts in 
historical, literary and 
theological sources 

Dec. – June  (one 
week vacation 
dec/jan) 

Empirical case study 
(fieldwork) 1: Islam in the 
Netherlands 

Case study 1: public debates 
in the Netherlands 

Individual article, based on 
literature study, on the 
conceptualisation and 
comparative study of 
religious gender scripts. 
Start of research of themes 
1 (Role models) and 2 
(Domestic devotions). 

July Vacation 

YEAR TWO 2017-2018 

Aug. – Oct. Writing of chapter about 
case study Islam 

Individual article about 
Dutch case study of ‘Second 
Love’-controversy 

Continuation of research of 
themes 1 and 2. 

Nov. Preparation empirical case 
study Christianity 

Case study 2: public debates 
Great Britain 

Preparation of paper 
presentations / conference 
contributions on research 
themes 1 and 2. 

Dec. – June  (one 
week vacation 
dec/jan) 

Empirical case study 
(fieldwork) 2: Christianity in 
the Netherlands 

Case study 2: public debates 
Great Britain (including two 
week research stay in Great 
Britain) 

Research theme 3: 
Inter)marriage and family 
life (including two week 
research stay in Great 
Britain) 

June  PREPARATION OF CONFERENCE PANELS  

 EXPERTMEETING 2:  
Feedback and progress discussion with advisory board 

July Vacation 

YEAR THREE 2018-2019  

Aug. – Oct. Writing of chapter about 
case study Christianity 

Individual article about case 
study of ‘gender segregation 
controversy’ (GB) and 
preparation of special issue 

Individual article about the 
formation of gender scripts 
in marriage and family life 
regulations in 



about Islam (with postdoc 2) Judaism/Christianity/Islam, 
and preparation of special 
issue about Islam (with 
postdoc 1) 

Nov. Preparation empirical case 
study Judaism 

Case study 3: public debates 
in Belgium 

Preparation of outline of 
finalising conceptual and 
comparative publication on 
the formation of religious 
gender scripts 

Dec. – June  (one 
week vacation 
dec/jan) 

Empirical case study 
(fieldwork) 3: Judaism in the 
Netherlands 

Case study 3: public debates 
in Belgium  (including two-
week research stay in 
Ghent) 

Research theme 4: Equal 
access of women to 
religious leadership 
positions (including two-
week research stay in 
Ghent) 

June  VALORISATION: EXPERTMEETING 3 with societal partners  

July Vacation 

YEAR FOUR 2019-2020 

Aug. – Oct.  Writing of chapter about 
case study Judaism  

Individual article about 
controversies in public 
debates concerning Judaism 
(GB & BE case studies) 

Individual article about 
research theme 4: Equal 
access of women to 
religious leadership 
positions 

Nov. Preparation of stay abroad Comparisons GB/NL/BE 
contexts 

Preparation of outline of 
finalising conceptual and 
comparative publication on 
the formation of religious 
gender scripts 

Dec. – June  (one 
week vacation 
dec/jan) 

Stay abroad at Ghent 
University, Belgium with 
Prof. dr. Chia Longman. 
Including explorative 
empirical case study 
Christianity in Flanders  

Comparison GB/NL/BE 
contexts 

Individual finalising 
conceptual and comparative 
publication on the 
formation of religious 
gender scripts 

June POPULARISED BOOK PUBLICATION: narratives of conversion from all three projects & 
angles. Contributions from all researchers, edited by main applicant and student assistant 

  PREPARATION FINAL 
CONFERENCE  

PREPARATION FINAL 
CONFERENCE 

July Vacation 

YEAR FIVE 2020-2021 

Whole year – Main applicant works on the synthesis (book, conference, individual article) 

Aug. – Dec. Stay abroad at 
Gloucestershire University, 
Great Britain, with prof. 
Melissa Raphael. Including 
explorative empirical case 
study Judaism in Great 
Britain 

X X 

Jan. – Feb. Finishing dissertation X X 

Feb. FINAL CONFERENCE 
Collaboration with the International Association for the study of Religion and Gender 



(IARG). Preparation by main applicant, postdocs, PhD and volunteers from the IARG 

March. – May  Finishing dissertation X X 

May  PhD DEFENCE X X 

June 2021 ACADEMIC BOOK PUBLICATION: synthesis volume, edited by the main applicant, with 
publications from postdocs, PhD candidates, and (other) contributors to the conference 

 
12. Word Count 
Word count 9a (General description):  
Word count 9a (Subprojects and synthesis):  
Word count 9b (Investment component): N/A 
Wordcount 9a + 9b: 
 
13. Planned Deliverables 
 

 Description Contributors 

Year 1 Expertmeeting Main applicant, advisory board, PhD, 
postdocs 

1 day conference All researchers/advisors and 
international scholars 

Launch of project website PhD and student assistant 

Year 2 Individual academic articles Postdocs 

Special issue international journal with outcomes 
of the conference 

Postdocs and international scholars 

Expertmeeting Main applicant, advisory board, Phd, 
postdocs 

Launch of website popular knowledge with blogs, 
portraits and information 

PhD and student assistant 

Year 3 
 

Individual academic articles about Islam Postdocs 

Valorisation expertmeeting Main applicant, PhD, postdocs, 
societal partners 

Special issue Islam journal Religion and Gender Main applicant, PhD, postdocs 

Year 4 
 

Individual academic articles Postdocs 

Academic-popular book publication focused on 
stories of converts 

All researchers with student assistant 

Year 5 
 

Documentary of female converts IKON Student assistant, in collaboration 
with IKON and all researchers 

Final conference All researchers/advisors and 
international scholars in collaboration 
with the IARG 

PhD dissertation PhD 

Academic book publication edited 
volume/synthesis 

Main applicant (with contributions of 
PhD and postdocs) 

 
14. Short Curriculum Vitae Principal Applicant 
Prof. dr. Anne-Marie Korte 
Main affiliation 
2009-recent Professor of Religion, Gender and Modernity at the Faculty of Humanities, Utrecht  
  University 
Other  
2015-recent Initiator and president of the International Association for the study of Religion and  
 Gender (IARG, www.projectreligionandgender.org) 



2013-2017 Initiator and co-project leader of the NWO funded project ‘Contested Privates: The 
Oppositional Pairing of Religion and Homosexuality in Contemporary Public Discourse in the 
Netherlands’ (Amsterdam Center for the Study of Lived Religion and the Utrecht Chair of 
Gender, Religion and Modernity)  

2011-recent Founding and executive editor of the online journal ‘Religion and Gender’ (with NWO grant 
for starting an Open Access Journal in the Humanities, 2011-2014) 

2009-recent Scientific director of the Netherlands School for Advanced Studies in Theology and  
  Religious Studies (NOSTER) 
2009-recent Initiator and co-project leader of the NOSTER funded research cooperation projects 

‘Iconoclashes: Interferences of Gender, Politics, Religion and Art in the Pussy Riot Case’ 
(2012- 2015), ‘The Actual Fascination of Sacrifice’ (2011-2013), and The Sacred and 
Everyday Life:  Approaching Religion in Gender Perspective’ (2010-2013) 

2012-2015 Initiator and coordinator of the NWO funded project for Internationalisation in the 
Humanities ‘Interdisciplinary Innovations in the Study of Religion and Gender: Postcolonial, 
Post-secular and Queer Perspectives’ in cooperation with Humboldt University (Berlin), 
University of London, University of Oslo, Columbia University (New York), University of 
Ghent (Belgium) 

Korte holds the chair of Religion, Gender and Modernity which aims to explore categories of gender, 
sexuality and diversity when investigating the significance and operations of religion(s) in cultural processes 
and current social developments. The chair also aims at the conceptual clarification of the relation between 
religion and gender, in particular in the context of contemporary multicultural societies. Religious profiling, 
confrontation and (identity) politics at local, national and international levels often focus on themes of 
sexual difference, sexuality and reproduction. Due to its strategic positioning in the Faculty of Humanities in 
two departments, the chair Korte holds benefits from, contributes to and builds bridges between Utrecht 
University’s long traditions of excellent research in religious studies and in gender studies respectively at 
both national and international level. The current research of Korte is directed at the role of gender and 
sexuality in contemporary accusations of blasphemy, and on body politics in conflicts about religion in the 
public domain. 
 
Key Publications 
Korte, A.J.A.C.M. (2014). Blasphemous feminist art: Incarnate politics of identity in post-secular  
      perspective. In R. Braidotti, B. Blagaard, T. de Graauw & E. Midden (Eds.), Transformations of  
      religion and the public sphere: Postsecular publics (pp. 228-248) Basingstoke: Palgrave McMillan. 
Korte, A.J.A.C.M. (2014). Pussy Riot’s Punk Prayer as a Case of/for Feminist Public Theology. In U. Auga  
      et.al. (Eds.), Resistance and visions – Postcolonial, post-secular and queer contributions to theology  
      and the study of religion. Yearbook of the European Society for Women in Theological Research.  
      (pp.31-53). Leuven: Peeters.  
Korte, A.J.A.C.M. (2011). Openings: A Genealogical Introduction to Religion and Gender. Religion and  
      Gender 1(1): 1-17. 
Korte, A.J.A.C.M. (2010). The affirmation of women’s religious leadership: a ‘modern’ issue? In L. Kenis  
      et.al. (Eds.), The Transformation of the Christian Churches in Western Europe 1945-2000 (pp.194- 
      206). Leuven: Leuven University Press. 
Korte, A.J.A.C.M. & de Haardt, M., (Eds.) (2009). The boundaries of monotheism: interdisciplinary  
      explorations into the foundations of western monotheism. Studies in Theology and Religion vol. 13.  
      Leiden: Brill. 
 
15. Publieksamenvatting (50/50) 
Emancipatie en geloof 
Religie en vrouwenemancipatie schijnen elkaar uit te sluiten in West-Europa. De onderzoekers bevragen 
deze tegenstelling door bekering van autochtone vrouwen in conservatieve religies te analyseren. De focus is 



op verschillende ideeën over gender en seksualiteit. Er wordt vergelijkend onderzoek gedaan naar publieke 
beeldvorming, religieuze traditie en ervaringen van bekeerlingen zelf. 
 
16. Samenvatting voor niet specialisten (800/800) 
In hedendaags West-Europa bestaan momenteel heftige publieke en politieke debatten over de 
veranderende rol van religie in de samenleving. In het geval van monotheïstische en traditionele religies gaat 
het hier voornamelijk over de bedreiging die deze religies zouden vormen voor secularisatie en emancipatie. 
Deze debatten worden gedreven door het idee dat vrouwenemancipatie en religie elkaar per definitie 
uitsluiten, gebaseerd op de aanname dat secularisme inherent ‘beter’ is voor vrouwen dan religie. In deze 
oppositionele benadering van religie en emancipatie zetten vrouwen die zich bekeren tot religie ons voor 
een paradox, op zowel sociaal-politiek als academisch niveau. Bekering van vrouwen wordt met name een 
kwestie wanneer het gaat om (witte, westerse) vrouwen die toetreden tot religieuze tradities die als 
conservatief worden bestempeld. Publieke beeldvorming over religie en bekering focust voornamelijk op 
Islam in relatie tot vrouwenemancipatie en seksuele vrijheid. Dit project wil deze discussie juist verbreden 
door vergelijkend te kijken naar vrouwelijke bekering tot Jodendom, Christendom en Islam. In Nederland 
bekeren zich naar schatting zo'n 500 vrouwen per jaar naar Islam, voor Jodendom en Christendom bestaan 
er geen harde cijfers noch schattingen. Het project gaat er van uit dat in de huidige samenleving vaak weinig 
kennis meer bestaat over traditionele monotheïstische religies, waardoor deze gemakkelijk als ‘vreemd’ en 
‘exotisch’ beschouwd kunnen worden en naar bekering wordt gekeken vanuit een grote en 
vanzelfsprekende tegenstelling tussen nog religieus en niet-meer-religieus (want modern en seculier) zijn. 
Dit onderzoek kijkt naar de beeldvorming, de religieuze tradities zelf en de ervaringen van vrouwen die zich 
hebben bekeerd of zich in het proces van bekering bevinden. Het onderzoek analyseert en problematiseert 
de veronderstelde tegenstelling tussen liberale-seculiere samenlevingen en conservatieve religieuze 
tradities, door te bekijken hoe manieren van denken en leven ontstaan gebaseerd op zowel seculiere als 
religieuze ideeën, opvattingen, zelf-verstaan en praktijken.  
De hoofdvragen van dit onderzoek bevinden zich op een theoretisch en empirisch niveau. Empirisch vraagt 
dit project: Hoe geven vrouwen die zich bekeren tot monotheïstische religies vorm aan hun nieuwe 
religieuze subjectiviteit? Welke rol spelen verschillende religieuze tradities en West-Europese contexten 
hierbij? De centrale theoretische vraag luidt: Hoe biedt een analyse van vrouwelijke bekering, benaderd als 
een subtiel, aanhoudend en complex proces van onderhandelen en balanceren tussen tegenstrijdige 
verwachtingen en voorschriften, een aanvullende en kritische bijdrage aan academische en publieke 
opvattingen over vrouwelijke bekering en onderliggende begrippen van religie en emancipatie? 
Het onderzoek veronderstelt dat vooral genderrollen en seksualiteit terreinen zijn waarop vrouwen een 
verandering in positie en subjectiviteit doormaken. Het verwacht dat bekering bij vrouwen vorm krijgt door 
compromissen te sluiten tussen de moderne vanzelfsprekendheid van vrouwenemancipatie en de vaak 
strenge religieuze voorschriften over gender en seksualiteit, beide gebaseerd op heel verschillende idealen 
over vrouwelijkheid en seksualiteit. Wanneer vandaag de dag bekering academisch bestudeerd wordt, 
springen twee veelvoorkomende benaderingen in het oog. Aan de ene kant wordt bekering geanalyseerd 
vanuit de vraag naar motivatie en individuele voordelen die vrouwen uit bekering halen. Er worden dan dus 
verklaringen gezocht voor de bekering van vrouwen die het moderne, seculiere mensbeeld bevestigen. Aan 
de andere kant wordt bekering benaderd als een reactie op  een ‘goddelijke roeping’, waarbij overgave aan 
bepaalde religieuze zienswijzen en leefregels het belangrijkste gevolg is. Deze benadering ziet in de 
‘onderwerpende’ werking van religie de kern van het bekeringsproces. Om aan deze academische 
tweedeling voorbij te gaan, wordt in dit project bekering bekeken vanuit een onderhandelingsperspectief 
waarbij herformulering en verandering in opvattingen en dagelijkse praktijken centraal staan. Bekering 
wordt hierbij niet als één beslissend moment genomen, maar als een proces van onderhandeling tussen 
enerzijds individuele, autonome idealen, en anderzijds schikking naar religieuze normen en persoonlijke en 
collectieve geloofsbeleving. 
Door de veronderstelde tegenstrijdigheid te problematiseren tussen individuele, seculiere autonomie en 
overgave aan restrictieve religieuze opvattingen en leefregels, draagt dit onderzoek bij aan een breder en 
veelzijdig begrip van bekering in het algemeen, en specifieker vrouwelijke bekering in West-Europa, zowel in 



het publieke debat als in het academische domein van religie en gender studies. Om bekering op meerdere 
niveaus te kunnen onderzoeken, bevat dit project drie deelprojecten. Allereerst een promotie onderzoek 
waar op basis van kwalitatieve diepte interviews een analyse wordt gemaakt van vrouwelijke bekering naar 
Jodendom, Christendom en Islam in Nederland; in de tweede plaats een postdoctoraal project over 
historische en religieuze benaderingen van gender en bekering binnen de drie genoemde tradities; en ten 
derde een postdoctoraal project over Britse, Nederlandse en Belgische publieke debatten over bekering, 
emancipatie en religie. Deze drie deelprojecten geven gezamenlijk een uniek en complex zicht op 
vrouwelijke bekering: als tegelijkertijd een momentopname en een langdurig proces van verandering, alsook 
een set van ideeën en praktijken gekaderd binnen religieuze tradities en de bredere samenleving. Op deze 
manier biedt dit project een vergelijkende en interdisciplinaire benadering die de veronderstelde 
tegenstrijdigheid van religie en vrouwenemancipatie in hedendaagse academische en publiek debatten 
onder kritiek stelt en meer genuanceerde en verdiepende visies op deze verhouding aanreikt. 
 
17. Research Budget 
Gebruik voor het opstellen van het projectbudget het begrotingsformat (Excel-document) dat gedownload 
kan worden via de financieringspagina. Daar vindt u tevens de bij het format behorende toelichting. De 
richtlijnen en de toelichting zullen medio juli 2015 worden gepubliceerd. 
 
12. Research budget  
 
 
Wetenschappelijke Integriteit  
Door het indienen van dit document verklaart de aanvrager te voldoen aan de nationaal en internationaal 
aanvaarde normen van wetenschappelijk handelen zoals neergelegd in de Nederlandse Gedragscode 
Wetenschapschapsbeoefening 2014 (VSNU).  
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